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REPOKRT
Vil SECR‘L)T.UZY O THE SAVY.

Navy Dreparraest,
Dicember 2, 1837,

S In the performance of my dmy to lay before you at this time the
emdition of onr navy, | beg leave to submnit the following report

Withiu the yeur past, the repairs of the Columbus, Oliio, and Delaware
dips of the line, have been completed.  "The ship of the Line Peunsylvania
has been luum.hcd, and her cquipments so far advanced as to be nearly
rady to proceed to Norfolk, where they will be completed. "The Frie,
Johm Adauns, and Outario sloops of war. have been repuired.  The steamer
Fulton, with her engines and machit . i+ nearly fit for scrvice,  T'wo
doops of war, to Le called the Cyane w.ad Levant, have been commenced
ander the appropriations ol lust year, and are nearly ready for launching,
the one: at Boston and the other at New York

For a particular statement of the coudition of our vessels on the stocks,
aswell as those afloat at our Havy yi wnds, I leg leave to refor to the report
JAthe Commnissioners of the Navy | )mud herewith subinitted, (marked L)
awd for the amouut ol timber, irou, and Ulhcl nterials, pmuu'cd for the
gadual improvement of the nawvy, o their report, (mal ked L)

The squadron i the dMediterranean cotsists of the (rigates Constitution
wi the United States, und tie schooner Shark. l‘hls Is less than the
sl foree upon that station, hat is deemed adeguate to the present exi-
gencies of our commerer in that sea ; and as vessels were wuch wanted
frother stutions, none have been seut to that since the return of the Poto-
mac and John Adiuns.

The frigute Consiitation must be recalled in the carly partof the coming
year, when an addition can be conveniently made to this squadron, and
the Jup ol the line Pennsylvania seut to that station, should it be deemncd
expedient,

Our force in the Pacific at the time of wy last annual report, was com-
med of the frivate Brandywine and the schooners Dolphin and Boxer;
snee which, the Brandywine, Connnaodor: Wadsworth, has returned to thc
Usited 5(.110\ and the Dolphin has been condemned and sold. The squad-
minow consists of the ship of the line North Caroling, Commodore Bal-
ard, and the sloops of war Fahmouth and Lexiugton, and the scliooners
:!llt'rpl ise and Boxer.

This 1s a considerable addition to our force on that station, but not
geater than a due resivd for oar commerce in the Pacitic at this time
wemed to reguire.

Fhe sloop of war Erie, Commndore Renshaw, returned frow the coast
i Brazil on the 15th of September last; and our squadron on that station
W consists of the rezee ludependences, Commadors Joln I3 Nicholsan,
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the sloop of war Fairfield, and the brig Dolphin.  'The Independence sailed
from Doston on the 20ih of May last, having on board our Minister o
Russia, Mr. Dallas, whom Commodore Nicholson landed at Cronstadt op
the 20t of July, and then procecded to his station on the coast of Brail,

tn the West Indies, the frigate Constellation, the sloops of war Boston,
Couewrd, Natehez, SC Louis, and Vandulia, and the schooner Grawpus,
compo ad the sqnadron under Commodore Dallas. 1o this large foree
his been added the sfoop of war Ontario, which sailed from New York on
on the [9th of Auzust last, carrying outy in addition to her own crew, an
extra number of seiunen and marines.

The revenue cutters Dexter and  Jollerson, which, by consent of the
Secretary of the Preasury, were trausferred to Conumodore Dallas, after
having performed the duties required of thew, have been returned to the
revenue serviee :and the stewmners American and Major Dade, also under
his command, have been transferred to the army, at the request of the
Sceretary of War,

The employment of these revenue cutters and  stemboats, under the
command of Conunodore Dallas, has subjeeted the Navy Department to
Lienvy charges, not provided for in the appropriations for the year 1837.

‘he West India squadron has been most actively and efliciently em-
ployed in the complicated duties of protecting the persons and property of
our merchants ard other eitizens, in the West Indies and the Gulf of
A:xico; of ¢o operating with onr land forees in the Florida war, and of
preventing the amportation of slaves,

The sloop of war Peacock, Comnodore Kennedy, which, with the
schooner Enterprise, sailed from New York in April, 1833, on a cruise in
the Liast Indies, and along the cost ol Asia, with a view to the protection
and extension of our comiuerce in that quarter, returned to the United
States on the 26th of October last, having suceessfully accomplished the
objects for which the cruise was undertaken.  The Enterprise was de-
twned by Comunodore Bullard on the Pacific station, where her serviees
were required. :

Connnodore Read, with the frigate Colwnbia and the sloop of war John
Adiams, is ordered to perform a craise in the Fast Indics, and is expeeted to
sidl i few dayvss A part of his cicws e detained o short time, to assist
in taking the ship of the line Pennsylvania from Philadelphia to Norfolk.

i“or the purpose ol protesting our commerce and suppressing the slave
trade on the coast of Africa, our ships of war have been” occasionaliy or-
dered to wouch at the settfements on that coast. 'Fhe niost recent visits o
these have been minde by the brig Dolphin, on her passage out to the coast
of Brazil, and_ by the frigate Potomae, on her return fron: the Mediterra:
nean to the United States.  These visits have given the highest satistaction
to the calonists on the coast. und will no doubt be attended with beneticial
results.

Lieutenant Connnandant Gedney, in the sehooner Jersey, and Lieutenant
Commandant Blake, in the schooner Experiment, with their officers and
crews, as sonnding parties, attached to the coast survey, have been actively
and very advantageonsly employed in the harbor of New York and wuters
adjacent.  The discovery, by Lientenant Comairdant Gedney, of a new
channel into the harbor of New  York, throngh which the heaviest ships
may pass without danger, must add greatly to the commercial advaniages
of that harbor, and to its value as a naval station,
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The survey of the harbors south of the Chesapeake, made by Commodore
1L T. Woolsey, Captain Alexander Claxton, and Conmiander IS, R. Shu-
brick, who were sent out for that purpose in the brig Porpuise, under the
command of Lieutenant Commandant William Ramsuy, being finished, that
brig has since been employed, under the command of Licutenant Comman-
dqnt Wilkes, in the survey and examination of George’s shoals, ofl the coast
of Massachusetts,

This survey has, afler much laboe, been finished in the most satisfuetory
manner, and will add muach to the safety of a navigation hitherto consider-
ed dangerons.  Licutenant Commandant Wilkes is uow ordered to take
ammand of the brig Porpoise, and make an examination and survey of the
hrhors of Beanfort and  Wilmington, in North: Curolina, and a survey of
May river, from "T'ybec bar to the Hunting island. which surveys are re-
quired by the act of the 3d of March last; making appropriations for the
naval service

Upon the application of the Board of Navy Commissioners, seventeen of-
fieers of the navy were placed under their orders for the purpose of making
exeminations requiired by the second section of an act of Conaress of the
Hof March last, in relation to a selection ol sites for licht-honses,  'T'hese
officers have completed the duties assigned to them in a satisfactory man-
uer, as the Commnussioners have reported to the Sceretary ol the Treasury.
The travelling expenses and inereased pay consequent upon the employ-
ment of these officers on this duty, have been borne by the Navy Depait-
ment, and have to that extent increased the navul expenditires beyond
what was contemplated in thie estimates for the year.

The vessels entnerated in commission on foreign stations, or about to
sail. ineluding the five vessels of the South sca exploring expedition, con-
psea larger naval force than we have had in commission at any time
sice the late war with Great Britaiu.

The satisfactory condition of our force abroad affords us the opportunity
of providing for a home squadron for the protection of commerce on our
extensive coast.  stimates {or such a squadron are rubmitted with these
for the genteral naval service for the year 1838,

Within the past year the number of captains of the navy has been iu-
creased from forty to fifty ; of commanders, from fortv-one to fifty; ot lien-
tenants, from two hundred and sixty to two hundred aud cighty ; of sur-
geons, from forty-four to fitty ; and of assistant surgeons, (rom fifty to sixty,

This increase of officers was deemed necessary, fron: the inereased unyi-

ber of ships to be put in commission, to meet the exigencies of our growing
conimerce, _ :
_ 'The numbers of surgeons and assistant surgeons have not Leen inereascd
Inn just proportion with those of the captains, commanders, and lieuten-
;nls, and the wants of the service require a further addition to their nua-
ers.

As the appropriations for the Sonth sea exploring expedition, in the law
athorizing the same, amounting to three hundred thousand dollars, were:
imdeguate to the cxpense of its outfit, it became necessary to submit esti-
mates for further appropriations for this object, which was done at the last
staled session of Congress.

With my letter to the President of the United States of the 6th of Feb.
mary last, and by him submitted to the House of Representatives, were
Statenients of the Board of Navy Commissioners, by which it appears, that
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there had been expended upon ihe Macedonian, {rom those appropriations.
ahout &H2000: upon the ship Relief, barks Ploncer and Consort, and
~ehooner Friot, 1o be taken from the sae appropriations, the sum o
sios000 s and st to complete the eqnipients ol these vessels, exclusive
Yy of provisions, instruments, and contingencies, with the preparation of
which the board was not charged. it was estinated that 370,000 mop
would be required s making incadl 300,500, exceeding by $300 the amouny
of the appropriations,

The estimate submitted for the annuad expenses of these vessels wa
SHAGA3T G0 amounting, for the three years, during which time it wa
intended the exploring squadron should be absent, to $1,039,203 0. |
this estimate is ineluded the sumof 343,882 50 for the annual expense of the
seientifie corps of” the expedition, amounting, with their assistayts, to tle
number of eighteen.

As this sttement of facts could leave no doubt that the exploring ex
pdition would cost nearly, it not quite, & million and a hadf of dollars, and
as it oreatly execeded in number of vessels and men the ost snceessfu
expeditions ol a ke charaeter heretofore seut out by the maritime powers
of Frope, it was helieved that 1ts amount would have been reduced by
withholding a part of the appropriations asked for by the estimates, "T'his,
aAowever, was not deemed expedient, and the full appropriations were made
by the act of the 3d of March last. .

Before this time, Licutenant Connnandant Tatnall, who had performed
a eritise to the coast ol Mexieo n the Pioneer, reported so unfavoruably o
her sailing, that it was deaied proper to examine into her condition, &
well as that of the bark Cousort and schooucr Pilot, which, with the Pioneer,
had Leen bnlt expressly for this expedition, and which, in point of sailing.
were not considered equal to the Pionecer.

On the toth of April, Connnodore Jones was iuformed that the Commis
sioner of the Navy had made arrangements to have a thorough examinatior
of the barks Pioneer und Consort, and the schoouer Pilot, with a view @]
ascertain their sufliciency for the service contemplated ; that the chief con-
structor, Col. Humphries; and Mr. Griee, uaval architect, were ordered on
this duty, and Commodore Jones was requested to join them, which le
did.

On the 26th of April, at his own suggestion, he was instructed, with the
vessels of his squadron, except the Macedonian, to proceed to sea, and make
a full trial of their sailing qualitics; and was directed to return to Norfolk
within twenty days after sailing.

(omumodore Jones, on his return from his experimental cruise, reported
favorably of the sailing qualities of the vessels; but recommended that they
should be put into dry dock, tor the purpose of the examination which bud
been proposed, and for such repairs and alterations as might be deemed
necessary.  Measures were taken for doing this as soon as the ship of the
line Delaware, then under a course of repairs, could be taken out of the
dock.

On the 30th of May, Commodore Warrington was directed to prepare
the Pioncer, Consort, and Pilot, for going into dock.  As Cormmodore Joncs
had required that another schooner should be added to his squadrn,
without which he should not consider the expedition complete or efficient,
it scemed the more proper that the condition of these vessels should b

thoroughly examined.
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On the &th of June, a bourd ol five oflicers, Connnadores Chauncey, Mor.
fis, Warrington, Patterson, and Wadsworth, wus ordered to make such
epzination, and to inquire whether the expedition night not be reduced
w munber of vessels and men, with advantage to the country, and without
prejucice to the success of the expedition,  'Fhis inquiry T wished made,
from the consideration that the difliculty of procuring the necessary funds
for fitting out this squadron was greatly increased by the suspension of
specie paymenss by the banks, which had then taken place, which diflicul-
tv had not been foresecir by Congress when the large appropriations for the
expedition were granted, and which made it the duty of the dilferent de-
partments off Govermment to limit the usnal and authorized expenditures,
a far as the same could be dome without injrry to the pablicservice ; and
from the consideration that, should a part of the vessels of the synadron be
jound unfit for the serviee required, it would he better that the squadron
should sail with a reduced [oree, than wait until other vessels could be
substitited.

On the 13th of July, the board reported that the oceupation of the dock
at Gosport, and the employment of some of the memners of the hoard, pre-
vented a meeting until the 30th of June. That the barks and schooner
were put itto dock and examined; certain alterations recommended, which
could soon be completed, by which the vessels “might be made to answer
the purposes proposed suliciently well to justily their eroploynent.”

The board state that, had they # been called upon Lefore any prepara-
tions had Leen made, to state the nwuber and character of’ the vessely
which, in their opinion, would be best caleulated to secure the attainment
of these proposed ohjects, they certainly would not have recommended
tiose which have been prepared.” They were of opinion that a sialler
mmber would have wnswered the purpuses ; vet, fromn o consideration of
the expense incurred, the time spent in preparing the foree, and other cir-
aumstanczs which they enumerate, and as the oflicer selected to command
the expedition was satisfied with the vessels, they came to the conclusion,
that no reduction could be made in their amount at this late period, with-
nt prejudice to the success of the expedition. They, however, recom-
mended a reduction of the number ol oflicers and men to about five hur-
dred, exclusive of the scieutific corps.  'T'o this reduction, although, in my
opinion, a very proper one, Cotnmodore Jones made such decided objections,
that I thought proper to yield to his wishes, and so informed him; and his
foree was continued at six hundred and three ofticers and men, exclusive
af the scientitic corps.

Befrre the proposed alterstions could be completed. C'ommodore Jones
discovered that the cooking gaileys, originally ordered at his request, made
upon a new plan for burning anthracite coal, wonld not answer the pur-
pose proposed ; and on the 1st of August he requested they might be replaecd
byothers. The galleys wanted have been made with all possible despatch,
atthe navy yard at this place, and the last of them was sent to Norfolk on
the 6th October.

On the 26th of September, 1 issued orders to Commodore Jones to pro-
tted with the vessels of his squadron from Norfolk to New Yorlk, as soon
sthey could be prepared for removal. He was not able to sail from Nor-
folk before the 12th of October, and arrived at the harhor of New York on
the 16th of that month.

As I helieved the schooner Pilot, notwithstanding the alterations made in

3
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Ler, was not well fitted for service in the expedition, I gave to Commodore
Jones the privilege ol purchasing such a fast sailing schooner as he night
select, to be substituted forthe Pilot.  In consequence of which, on the 8ih
ot September, he purchased the schiooner Clara, now called the Active, for
cight thousand dollars ; upon which he was authorized to put such repairs
and improveicents as he might think necessary, at the navy yard, New
York.

Althourh the vessels had not herctofore been in a situation to receive the
scientific corps, and 1 conld not, with propriety, order thern to report to the
commodore for duty, vet, I thought it proper to put them upon pay; which
was done on the 4th day of July last.  And [requested Commodore Jons,
if his ennvenienc: would permit, to meet a large portion of them at Phily.
delphia, for the purpose of having a perfect understanding with them, a
to their accommodation, with their hooks, instruments, &c., on board the
vessels of his squadon.  This meeting took place in July, and su h ar.
rangements, [ understood, were made, as were perfectly satisfactory t the
commodore and to the gentlemen of the scientific corps.

As it was necessary to procure a great variety of articles for the gentle.
men of the scientific corps, for which requisitions could not conveniently
be made without o conswnption of much time, 1 found it necessary to
place funds in the hands of one gentleman of the corps in Philadelphia, and
one in New York. | also placed five thousand dollars in the hands of
Commodore Jones, on the 24th of August last, for the purpose of purchasing
such articles for the expedition as it was inconvenient to niake requisitions
tor : and on the 12th of October placed twelve thousan: :lollars, subjec
to his dralls, for like purposes, in the bands of his purser. This unusual
course was adopted that there might be no delay in the sailing of the ex-
pedition.

The ohjeets of removing the squadron from Norfolk to New York, as

stated by Commeodore Jones, were 1o complete the stores, and to introduce
some proper apparatus for heating the vessels in cold latitudes.  These, |
took it for granted, would not require more than two or three weeks for
their completion ; and from the general order of Commodore Jones at Nor-
folk, I felt a conlidence the expedition would leave the United States in the
month of November, I, therciore, as ¢oon as I kuew of the arrival of the
squadron in New York, directed the gentlemen of the scientific corps tore-
port to Comnmodore Jones for duty,
1 On the 3d of November, 1 wrote to Commodore Jones that the chronom-
eters for his squadron were ready at the depot, i this place, and requested
him to send two eompetent officers 10 tuke charge of them.  On the 10thof
the month I sent him sailing instructions, to be carried into effect as soon
as his vessels were, in all respects, ready for sea, and on the 16th of the
monih, iwenty-five chironometers, in good order, were delivered to the of-
ficers sent for them,

Had T known the extent ol work required for the vessels of the squadros,
after their ariival at New York, 1should not so soon have directed the
scientific corps to report, or have issued 1y sailing instructions.

By a letter from Commodore Ridgely of the 21st of November, I find
that the work upon the vessels of this squadron, after their arrival at New
York, up to the 15th of the month, amounted to four thousand six hundred
and thirty-one dollars; and that there remained to be done, after that day,
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%o the amount of two thousand three hundred and thirty-three dollars, all
of which requires much more time than I had anticipated.

All this work, 1 believe, however, is neeessary, and would not have been
ardered by Counnodore Jones if the bealth and comfort of his crews, and
the safety of the expedition, had not depended upon it and, impatient as
the public is that the expedition should seil immediately, it is better that
there should still be some days’ or weeks” delay, than that it should sail be-
fore the vesscls are fully prepared.

The Commissioners of the Navy hold no correspondence with the comn-
manders of vessels in commission, except in relation to their supplies of pro-
visions and stores. 'T'he steps, therefore, taken by Commodore Jones,
under his discretionary powers, to have the vessels of his squadron fitted
outas he should deemn most expedient, were not under the control of the
commissioners, nor subjected to the strict regnlations generally observed in
fiting out vesscls for foreign stations,

It was believed, however, that but little work remained to be done on
the vessels after thewr sailing from Norfolk, and that but & small advance
would be required for completing the stores.  Yet it appears, from the let-
ter of Commodore Ridgely, before cited, that the expenditures required at
New York for these vessels amount to the sum of $6,93:2 89, and for the
schoonier Active, including sea stores, the sum of $14,700 96; in all,
$21,633 85. 'T'o these must be added purchases, made by authority of
Cominodore Jones, of articles, for which requisitious have not been required,
the amount of which is not known.

In my last report to the House of Representatives, of the 13th of October
last, I expressed an opinion that no further appropriation would be wanted
for the expedition for the present year; Lut in ascertaining all the expen-
ditures for the vessels since they left Norfolk, and what is still required for
their equipment, it may be found that u further appropriation will be wanted
for the present year, the amount of which cannot now be stated.

In obedience to a law of the 3d of March, 1833, authorizing the coustruc-
tion of a dry dock for the naval service in the harbor of New York, or in
its adjacent waters, I caused soundings and other examinations to be made
by an able engineer, Loammi Baldwin, Esq., for the purpose of selecting a
proper site for such dry dock. 'T'he report of Mr. Baldwin was decidedly
 favor of the present navy yard at Brooklyn, as this site ; which was ac-
cordingly recommended in my report to the House of Representatives.
This 1t appears, however, was not satisfactory ; and on the 3d of June,
1836, the Housc of Representatives, by their resolution, directed this de-
partment to ascertain, as far as practicable, the practicability of establishing
anavy yard at or near Barn island, in the straits called the East river,
which connects Liong Island sound with New York bay; also at Perth Am-
boy and Jersey City, in the State of New Jerscy ; the comparative advan-
;&es and disadvantages of those sites, and the site of the navy yard at the

allabout, on Long island, for the purposes of @ navy yard ; the expense
oferecting the works recommended by Colonel Baldwin at the Wallabout,
according to the plan prescribed by that engineer; the expense of a dry
dock at each of the above positions ; the expense ot purchasing the neces-
sary quantity of land, and erecting buildings of equal convenience with
these now owned by the United States at the Wallabout, and the probable
amount for which the Jands, buildings, and other property of the United
States at the Wallabout might be disposed of, if offered for sale.

46
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Under this resolution, I employed Mr. Baldwin to make the necessary
examinations and inquiries, and on the 10th of December Jast, submitted 1o
the House Mr. Baldwin’s very elaborate report, by which it would appear
that the navy yard at Brooklyn. aecording to his former veport, should he
seleeted s the site of the proposed dry doek. )

On the 22d of February last, the House of Representatives resolved, that
the Secretary of the Navy be divected to eanse an examination to he made
of the various positions not heretofore examined within the waters of the
New York bay and its vieinity, which are adapted to the establishment and
construction of dry docks, and to report their comparative advantages and
disadvantages to the House of Representatives at the opening of the next
session of Congress,

Under this resolution, I employed Professor Jumes Renwick, of New
York, to make the neeessary examinations.  He surveved, with great labor
and care, a lay at Constable’s Point, in New Jersey, called Kill Yan Kull.
whiich, in his opinion, presents many advantages as a station for a dry dock
and navy yard: which will be conmmmnicated to the House of Repr.senta.
tives iy a separate report,

Itis greatly to be regretted that so much time has heen lost in making the
proper scleetion for thesite of this dry dock, the completion of which would
be of the greatest advantage to the naval service.

I my last anuual report, 1stated that previonsly to the passing of the act
ot the 30th of June, 1834, for the better organization of the United States
warine corps, double rations had been allowed to the commandant of the
corps, and to the oflicers of the sanie, commanding at the navy yards at
Portsmouth, Boston, New York. Philadelphia, Washington, Norfolk, and a
Pensacolu; to the senior marine oflicers in the squadrons in the Mediterna-
nean, the West Indies, on the Brazilian coast, and i the Pacitic ocean ; all
receiving the sanetion of Congress, by their appropriations. By this act, the
officers o the marine corps are to receive the same pay, emoluments, and
allowances, as are given to oflicers of sitiilar grades in the infantry of the
army.

The act of the 16th of Mareh, 1802, fixing the peace establishment of the
United States. authorizes allowances to the commanding officers of each
separate post, of ~ucl additional number of rations as the President of the
United States shall, from time to time, direet.  "['hese provisions of the last
act were coutinued by wi act of the 3d of March, 1815, fixing the military
peace establislanent. ’

T'he pavinaster of the marine corps made payinents for double rations to
ofticers heretofore receiving the same, from the Ist of July to the 30th of
Septetuber, 18312 Lat the accounting oflicers of the I'reasury did not think
proper to allow the same, inastuch as the commands of these officers had
never been designated as separate stations, agreeabiy to the rule prescribed
for the army. ’

This was a case of diliculty which, it was respectfully suggested, requir-
ed legislative interference; which suguestion I beg leave to repeat.

The rule for allowing double or increased rations should be fixed by law.
'This subject has received the attention, but not the final action of Congress.

"I'he report of Commodores Stewart and Dallas, and Captain Bolton, who
were appointed a hoard to prepare plans for the improvement of the navy
yard at Peusacola, contains no estimates of the expense of carrying the pro-
poserd improvements iuto effect: and as that expense must be necessarily
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very great, it was deemed proper to employ an able engineer to malke the
necessary estipates,

Col. Loammi Baldwin, under whose superintendence our two dry docks
were coustructed, was applied to for this purpose, and an arrangement made
with him to perform this service, if the professional business he had engag-
ed to perfornn in the State of Georgia would perniit, of which there would
have been but little doubt ; but his loss of health on this previous duty was
such as to leave no hope that he could, during the proper season, make the
examinations and estimates required.

An arrangement has since been made with Col. Totten, of the army,
with the assent of the Sccretary of War, to make these examinations and
estimates, and he is now on his way to Pensacola for this purpose. It is
hoped that, in the course of this and the uext month, this important duty
may be performed in a satisfactory manner by the officer to whom it is .
trusted.

NAVY PENSION FUND.

The number of invalid peusioners payable out of this

fund is - - - - - - 350
And the annual sum required to pay them is - - &R8,805 TU
The niaber of widow pensioners is - - 238
And the annual sum required to pay themis -~ - 47,820 00
The number of winor children pensioners is - - 81
And the annual stun required to pay them is - - 11,052 00
The whole number of pensionersis - - : 67y
Aud the present annual charge is - - - §8TT6T T0

This statement is complete to the 1st of October, 1847, ==
The amount of arrears to invalids under the act of the -3d

of March, 1837, is - - - - - $117,949 853
The amount of arrears to widows is - - - 270,125 374
The awount of arrears to children is - . - 190,341 89

s —— e o

Total of arrrears as ascertained tg the 1st of Octoher, 1837,
and paid to Lst of July, 1837, under the same act, is  -. $578,417 12

The amount of stocks owned by the navy pension fund on

the 1st of October, 1837, was - - - - 81,049,272 93
On the 8th of Novemnber, 1837, there was

sold Pennsylvania stock belonging to

the fund, to the nominal amountof - $35,000 00
And United States Bank stock paid for by
the Secretary of the Treasury - - 641,600 00
—_— %696,600 00
Therefore, the present amount of stocks will be only - $352,632 25

But of the proceeds of the United States Bank stock, about 200,000 00
may be invested in stock, and the capital of the fund for
the next year may be stated at - - - $552,632 25
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PRIVATEER PENSION FUND,

It was mentioned inmy last annual report, that this fund would proba-
bly be exhausted previously to January, 1838 accordingly the Jast stock
was sold in May last, and the proceeds applied to pensions.

T'he number of petsioners payable out of this fund is - 3
And the annual amount required to pay them - - £2.920)

Pensions to invalids were, according to law, granted to be paid during
life, or contiuanee of disability ; it is therefore recommended, as in my lust
report, that | rovision be made 1o pay these pensioners.

It is estimated that the annual sum of 1,000 CO will be suflicient, not
auly for this purpose, but also to pay the debts of the fund, and satisfy any
clums that may be allowed nader existing laws.

O the Ist of Janary nest, six months” pay will be due, and should a
Law tiot be made carly cuongh to authorize the payment at that tnie, most
o the pensioners wills in all probability, he much distressed and disappomted.

NAVY HOSPITAL FUND.
The balanee in the "Treasury to the credit of this fund on the

Ist of Octobier, 1836, was - - - - - §T5,717 36
And the receipts to the Ist of October, 1837 - - 19,293 00

%95,010 36
Expentures to let October, 1857 - - - - 508 00

$94,202 36

Balance 1st October, 1537 - - : -

The particulars from which the above statements are made will he seen
n the doecuments aceompanying this report, marked frem N 1to N 11,

A separate report, in obedicnee to a resolution of the Scnate of the 13th
of October last, will be made, of the state, condition, and amount, of the
navy pension fund, the operation and effect upon the fund by the act of the
33 of March last, for the moie cijuitable adinistration of the navy pension
fund, and the number and names of persons placed on the pension list, the
times when pensions were granted to them, and the amount of money paid
to each under said act.

I'hie duties imposed upon this department by the operation of thisactare
extremely onercus; and require, as | would most respectfully suggest, the
aid of a separate Lurcan, under a proper head as Commissioner of Navy
Pensions, with powers and duties similar to those of the Commissioner of
Pensions of the YWar Departinent.

In compliance with the resolution of the House of Representatives of the
3d of March, 1836, a hoard of oflicers was appointed to ascertain the effi
ciency, and test the safety, of the medium or light guns of the navy, and o
compare their effects with those of the guns for which they were proposed
to be substituted.  'T'he necessary preparations and other causes prevented
a completien of these duties nntil the 28th of September last.

From the report made by the board on that day, it appears ihat, after sut-
Juecting the medium or light guns to severe tests, they were all satisfied with
their safety when used with proper charges.
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They were also unanimously of opinion that the medium thirty-two
poundc'rs were to _l>c prc!i.errcnl to the heavy two,nr.y-(our‘ poundel's t'(')r the
upper gnn decks of ships of the line ; and three of the tive commiissioners
would prefer the medium thirty-two pounders to twenty - four pounders, for
the gun decks of heavy [rigates, )

Fhe comparative advantages between the lisht twenty four pounders and
the forty-two pound carronades, seeiu to feave the question of relative offi-
dency to depend upon the cireumstances of space in our own vessels, and
the distance of an enemy in case of action ; which, being variable in them-
selves, their relative efliciency. would probably be estimated differently hy
ditferent individuals.

A copy of the report of the bourd is hiereto annexed, marked V.

Commodore T ap Cateshy Jones having presented to tize board his indi-
vidual views inaletter, an extract of such parts of the same as relates to
the subjeet of the resolution, is also annexed, marked W,

Upon a late report that an atrocious piraey had been committed near onr
enast upaiy the paeket Susquehanuay, our officers and seaunen, with ereat
alaerity, volunteered their services to go in pursuit of the supposed pirate.
In performiir this duty they eaconntered nnnsuad hardships and priva-
tions, for which their usual pay and emoluments form no adequate com.
pesation. I wounld respeetfully suggast the propricty of making provision
by law for giving suitable rewards in this case, as well as in like cases,
which may herealter ocenr.

Inmy wnal report of December, 1835, T took the liberty of suggesting
the necessity ol establishing a national foundry for the purpose of casting:
cannon, shot, and shells, as well for the army as navy.  This snhject [ beg
leave to bring 1o your notice as ong of areat importanee,

An establishinent for the manufacture of powder for the army and navy
is one of nearly equal importanee. [t is believed that under a joint board
of officers of the army and navy, these objects may be effected with great
advantage to the country.

Itis my duty to stute that the building occupied as offices of the Navy
Departinent is not such as to afford the proper and convenient accommo-
dtions to the officers and clerks employed.  The want of rooms for the
docuinents and voueliers of the departiuent has made it necessary to crowd
the halls and passages of the building with wooden boxes filled with papers.
This adds mneh to the daneer from fire, to which the building, with its
valiable contents, is daily exposed. It is hoped measures may be adopted
wr extending the building, and for the safe keeping ol the valaable records
and papers it contains.

By the statement marked U, hereto annexed, it will appear that of the
appropriations heretofore made for the suppression of the slave-trade, there
remained in the Treasury, on the 23d of November Jast, %10,763 74,

The necessary references to papers and docimnents eonneeted with this
report will be found in a schedule hereunto annexed.

Al which is respectfully submitied. .

MANLON DICKERSON,
Tothe Presioent ok e Useren Seares,



